The Annual Report of the Board of Trustees for the year 1882 noted that "during the year we have been enabled by a gift of money from one of the Trustees, to acquire a small but remarkably valuable collection of American Antiquities, which are added to those formerly in our possession." The donor of money was Henry G. an independent standard which, however distinct from ours, nevertheless proves the presence of intellectual and art loving races of men .... We ask attention to this subject as one in which members can by personal effort, assist the Trustees in establishing a department of old American art." Although the course of the development of the Museum did not lead to such an establishment, our collection of Peruvian textiles, begun at that time, has nevertheless grown through the years by gift and by purchase. One of the most instrumental in that growth was George D. Pratt, a Trustee from 1923 to 1935, who made a number of important gifts which raised our collection to a point of high eminence in this country.
In our day, when highly conventionalized forms have become familiar through the agency of contemporary painting and sculpture, these textiles seem far less outre than they once did. We need not be put off from our enjoyment of them by their strangeness; with disabused eyes we can appreciate them for what they are: superlative creations of those remarkably gifted peoples whose cultures flourished in the New World long before the time of the Conquest.
The consolidation of textile activities marked during the past year by the integration of the Costume Institute into the Museum's organization should prove catalytic on the future growth of these combined collections. The purchase of the Peruvian textiles described above, like that of the Russian ecclesiastical vestments recorded in the November Bulletin and of the famous Lewknor tapestry from Elizabethan England, soon to be displayed, may be taken as auguries of an activity that will raise our textile collections to even higher levels of excellence. 
